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ERROR ANALYSIS ON THE MAIN ASPECT USED IN NARRATIVE TEXT 
WRITTEN BY THE THIRD SEMESTER STUDENTS OF ENGLISH 
EDUCATION STUDY PROGRAM OF STAIN PALANGKA RAYA IN 




 The fundamental purpose of this study was to describe the types and causes 
of errors of the main aspect used in narrative paragraph written by the students. The 
research was conducted in B class of Writing II Subject of the Third Semester 
students of English Education Study Program of STAIN Palangka Raya in Academic 
Year 2013/2014. The types and causes of errors were analyzed was based on the 
Dulai’s theory which consist of nine types of errors and four causes of errors. The 
processes of analyzing the errors made by students were using analysis steps based 
on Ellis’s theory. 
 The writer used quantitative approach and content or document analysis 
method. The research type of this research was descriptive research. In collecting the 
data, the writer used two techniques, namely: (1) test and (2) documentation. In 
analyzing the data, it was used several techniques, namely: (1) identifying errors, (2) 
describing errors, (3) explaining errors, (4) errors evaluation. The sample of this 
study were 19 students who have studied about Narrative Text material. 
 The result of this study was as follows: (1) from 19 students, there were 317 
errors in writing the main aspect used in narrative paragraph. The errors were spread 
in 4 types of errors based on the Dulai’s theory. The highest frequency errors made 
by the students were misformation of verb tense by 210 errors (66,24%). The second 
errors were omission of verb tense by 50 errors (15,77%). The third errors were 
addition of verb tense 41 errors (12,93%). The fourth errors were misordering of verb 
tense by 6 errors (1,89%). The fifth errors were misformation of transitional signal 
by 6 errors (1,89%). The sixth errors were omission of transitional signal by 2 errors 
(0,63%). The seventh errors were addition of transitional signal by 1 error (0,31%). 
The Eighth errors were misformation of adverb of frequency by 1 error (0,31%). 
There was no students who did errors in misordering of transitional signal, Omission 
of adverb of frequency, addition of adverb of frequency and misordering of adverb of 
frequency. (2) There were 305 errors made by the students categorized in 4 causes of 
the errors which are: The highest frequency errors’ cause of the students’errors was 
developmental error by 170 errors (56,06%). The second cause of errors was other 
error by 131 errors (43,27%). The third cause of errors was interlingual error by 3 
errors (0,98%). The lower frequency was ambiguous error by 1 error (0,33%). 
 The common types of errors occurred by the students were misformation of 
verb tense, and the common causes of errors occurred by the students were 
developmental errors. 
 





ANALISA KESALAHAN PADA ASPEK UTAMA YANG DIGUNAKAN 
DALAM TEKS NARASI YANG DITULIS OLEH MAHASISWA SEMESTER 
TIGA PROGRAM STUDI PENDIDIKAN BAHASA INGGRIS STAIN 
PALANGKA RAYA TAHUN AKADEMIK 2013/2014 
 
ABSTRAK 
 Tujuan penelitian ini adalah untuk mendeskripsikan jenis dan penyebab dari 
kesalahan-kesalahan dalam menulis aspek utama pada paragrap narasi yang ditulis 
oleh mahasiswa. Penelitian ini dilaksanakan pada mahasiswa-mahasiswi semester 3 
kelas B dalam mata kuliah Writing II di STAIN Palangka Raya tahun akademik 
2013/2014. Jenis dan penyebab kesalahan yang dianalisa berdasarkan pada teori 
Dulai yaitu sebanyak sembilan jenis kesalahan dan empat penyebab kesalahan. 
Sedangkan proses analisa kesalahan para mahasiswa dilakukan dengan menggunakan 
langkah-langkah analisa dari teori Ellis. 
 Penelitian ini menggunakan pendekatan kuantitatif dengan metode analisa isi 
atau dokumen. Adapun tipe dari penelitian ini adalah penelitian deskripsi. Dalam 
pengumpulan data, peneliti menggunakan dua teknik, yaitu: (1) tes dan (2) observasi. 
Dalam menganalisa data, digunakan beberapa teknik, yaitu: (1) mengidentifikasi 
kesalahan, (2) menggambarkan kesalahan, (3) menjabarkan kesalahan, dan (4) 
evaluasi kesalahan. Dalam mengkategorikan kesalahan, peneliti menggunakan teori 
(1) surface strategy taxonomy dan (2) comparative taxonomy. Adapun sampel dari 
penelitian ini yaitu berjumlah 19 siswa yang telah mempelajari materi Teks Narasi. 
 Adapun hasil temuan dari penelitian ini yaitu: (1) dari 19 mahasiswa yang 
menjadi sampel penelitian, terdapat 317 kesalahan dalam penulisan kriteria utama 
narasi teks. Kesalahan-kesalahan tersebut tersebar di 4 tipe kesalahan berdasarkan 
teori Dulai. Frekuensi kesalahan tertinggi yang dibuat oleh mahasiswa terdapat pada 
kesalahan bentuk pada bentuk waktu kata kerja yaitu 210 kesalahan (66,24%), 
kesalahan kedua adalah kategori penghilangan pada bentuk waktu kata kerja dengan 
50 kesalahan (15,77%), kesalahan ketiga adalah kategori penambahan pada bentuk 
waktu kata kerja dengan 41 kesalahan (12,93%), kesalahan yang keempat adalah 
kategori kesalahan urutan pada bentuk waktu kata kerja dengan 6 kesalahan (1,89%), 
kesalahan kelima adalah kategori kesalahan bentuk pada kata penghubung dengan 6 
kesalahan (1,89%), kesalahan keenam adalah kategori penghilangan pada kata 
penghubung dengan 2 kesalahan (0,63%), kesalahan ketujuh adalah kategori 
penambahan pada kata penghubung dengan 1 kesalahan (0,31%), kesalahan 
kedelapan  adalah kategori kesalahan bentuk pada kata keterangan frekuensi dengan 
1 kesalahan (0,31). Tidak ada mahasiswa yang melakukan kesalahan dalam 
kesalahan urutan pada kata penghubung, penghilangan pada kata keterangan 
frekuensi, penambahan pada kata keterangan frekuensi dan kesalahan urutan pada 
kata keteramgan frekuensi.  (2) Sebanyak 305 kesalahan-kesalahan para mahasiswa 
tersebut disebabkan oleh 4 penyebab kesalahan yaitu: frekuensi penyebab kesalahan 
tertinggi adalah kesalahan perkembangan sebanyak 170 kesalahan (55,70%), yang 
kedua adalah kesalahan lain-lain sebanyak 131 kesalahan (42,99%), yang ketiga 
adalah kesalahan antar bahasa sebanyak 3 kesalahan (0,98%) dan frekuensi terendah 
adalah kesalahan dua makna sebnyak 1 kesalahan (0,33%) 
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 Tipe kesalahan yang umum dilakukan oleh para mahasiswa adalah kesalahan 
bentuk pada bentuk waktu kata kerja, sedangkan untuk penyebab umum dari 
kesalahan tersebut adalah kesalahan perkembangan.  
 




























 The researcher likes to show her best gratitude to the almighty, Allah SWT 
who has given her a drop of knowledge with uncountable power and patience. Peace 
and salutation be on to greatest reformer in Islam, he is Muhammad SAW. Through 
his endless mediation that the researcher recognized as a true exist Moeslem. The 
researcher finally able to finish this thesis. In addition, along the process of finishing 
this thesis the writer would like to dedicate her best thanks to: 
1. Dr. H. Ibnu Elmi A.S. Pelu, S.H., M.H., as rector of STAIN Palangka Raya 
for his permission to conductingof this research.  
2. Triwid S. N., S.Ag., M. Pd., as the chair of the Department of Education for 
her permission, so that the writer could complete the requirements in writing 
of this thesis.  
3. Santi Erliana, M.Pd., as the coordinator of English Education Study   
Program.Many thanks for the patience, understanding, and help.  
4. Rahmadi Nirwanto, M. Pd., as the first advisor for the guidance, suggestion, 
and encouragements he provided during the research.  
5. M. Zaini Miftah, M.Pd., as the second advisor and as the lecturer of Writing 
II subject of B Class who always guide the writer patiently, and gives a 
solution for every problem the writer faced, and also for his permission and 
guidance in collecting the data.  
viii 
 
6. Siminto, M. Hum, as the academis advisor who give advise and suggestion 
for this thesis. 
 Furthermore, the writer also expresses her thanks for her beloved parents, 
brothers, and all family who always support, pray, and suggest her in accomplishing 
of this study. The last but not least, special thanks to her friends of TBI 2009 for their 
support, experience, and knowledge. 
 The writer realizes that this thesis is not perfect, therefore someconstructive 
critical and suggestions are always welcomed. Finally, may Allah always bless and 


















DECLARATION OF AUTHENTICCATION 
 
 
In the name of Allah 
 
 I myself make a declaration that this thesis which entitled ERROR 
ANALYSIS ON THE MAIN ASPECT USED IN NARRATIVE TEXT 
WRITTEN BY THE THIRD SEMESTER STUDENTS OF ENGLISH 
EDUCATION STUDY PROGRAM OF STAIN PALANGKA RAYA IN 
ACADEMIC YEAR 2013/2014,  is truly my own writing. If it is not my own 
writing, it is given a citation and shown them in the list of references. 
 
 If my own declaration is not right in this thesis one day, so I am ready to be 
given an academic punishment, namely the cancellation of the degree of this thesis. 
 
 
Palangka Raya,    October 2014 













This Thesis is dedicated to some special people as follows: 
 
My beloved parents, Rumli, S. Pd. and Mahdalena. Thanks for your advise, 
guidance, suggestion, love and everything that you give to me. 
 
My lovely brothers, M. Agnin Magfirah and M. Khaizar Ash Siddiq. Thanks for 
your support. 
 
My sweet friend, Shehab Ependi. Thanks for your motivation, your helping and 
your sweet time. 
 
My best friends, Desy Anita, Della Novianti Ridha, and Jahratunnisa. Thanks 
for your support, your helping and happiness that you share to me. 
 
Rita’s Group: Della Novianti Ridha, Shehab Ependi, Deby Irawan, Wahyu 
Suryadi, Roby Maulana, Andrean, Jamil Januansyah, Taufik Hidayat, Abdullah 
and Nursalilis. Thanks for the time we have spent together, for being my 






“Man Shabara Zhafira” 
========= 
“Who Patiently will be lucky” 


















































TABLE OF CONTENT .................................................................................................... xv 
LIST OF TABLES ......................................................................................................... . xviii 
LIST OF GRAPHES ...................................................................................................... ..xix 
LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS AND SYMBOLS .......................................................... ..xx 
STUDENTS CODE ....................................................................................................... ..xxi 
LIST OF APPENDICES ................................................................................................... xxii 
 
CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTION 
 
A. Background of the Study ..................................................................... 1 
B. Problem of the Study ........................................................................... 5 
C. Objective of the Study ......................................................................... 6 
D. Significance of the Study  ................................................................... 6 
E. Scope and Limitation of the Study ...................................................... 7 
xiii 
 
F. Operational Definition of Key Term ................................................... 7 
G. The Framework of Discussion ............................................................ 10 
 
CHAPTER II: REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
 
A. Previous Study .................................................................................... 11 
B. The Nature of Narrative Text .............................................................. 14 
C. The Types of Narrative Text ............................................................... 15 
D. Time Order  ......................................................................................... 15 
E. The Main Aspect Used in Narrative Text  .......................................... 17 
1. Present Narrative  .......................................................................... 18 
2. Past Narrative  ............................................................................... 25 
F. Example of Narrative Text .................................................................. 27 
G. The Text Analysis ............................................................................... 28 
H. Second Language Acquisition............................................................. 30 
I. Definition of Error............................................................................... 33 
J. Type of Error ....................................................................................... 34 
1. Omission ....................................................................................... 34 
2. Addition ........................................................................................ 35 
3. Misformation ................................................................................. 36 
4. Misordering ................................................................................... 38 
K. Comparative Taxonomy Classification ............................................... 38 
1. Developmental Error ..................................................................... 39 
2. Interlingual Error ........................................................................... 39 
3. Ambigous Error ............................................................................. 40 
4. Other Error .................................................................................... 40 
L. Error Analysis ..................................................................................... 41 
M. Content Analysis  ................................................................................ 42 
 
CHAPTER III: THE RESEARCH METHOD 
 
A. Time and Place of the Study ............................................................... 44 
B. Approach and Type of the Study ........................................................ 44 
C. Subject and Object of the Study .......................................................... 45 
1. Population ..................................................................................... 45 
2. Sample ........................................................................................... 45 
D. Technique of Data Collection ............................................................. 46 
1. Test ................................................................................................ 46 
2. Documentation .............................................................................. 47 
E. Data Analysis Procedure ..................................................................... 45 
 
CHAPTER IV: RESULT OF THE STUDY 
A. Data Finding ........................................................................................ 47 
1. Error Types in Writing Main Aspect of Narrative Text ................ 50 
a. Using Transitional Signal ........................................................ 53 
b. Using Adverb of Frequency .................................................... 56 
xiv 
 
c. Verb Tense Use ....................................................................... 56 
2. Error Causes in Writing Main Aspect of Narrative Text .............. 67 
B. Discussion ........................................................................................... 78 
1. Error Types in Writing Main Aspect of Narrative Text ................ 78 
a. Omission ................................................................................. 78 
1) Omission of Transitional Signal ....................................... 78 
2) Omission of Adverb of Frequency .................................... 79 
3) Omission of Verb Tense.................................................... 79 
b. Addition .................................................................................. 80 
1) Addition of Transitional Signal ......................................... 81 
2) Addition of Adverb of Frequency ..................................... 81 
3) Addition of Verb Tense ..................................................... 81 
c. Misformation ........................................................................... 83 
1) Misformation of Transitional Signal ................................. 84 
2) Misformation ofAdverb of Frequency .............................. 85 
3) Misformation of Verb Tense ............................................. 85 
d. Misordering ............................................................................. 87 
2. Error Causes in Writing Main Aspect of Narrative Text .............. 88 
a. Developmental Error ............................................................... 88 
b. Interlingual Error ..................................................................... 89 
c. Ambiguous Error ..................................................................... 89 
d. Other Error .............................................................................. 90 
 
CHAPTER V  : CLOSING 
A. Conclusion .......................................................................................... 92 
















LIST OF TABLES 
Table          Page 
2.1.  The Analysis of Main Aspect Used in Narrative Text ........................... 28 
2.2.  The Differences between Error and Mistakes ........................................ 34 
4.1.  Types of Error Calculation in Using Transitional Signal ...................... 51 
4.2.  Types of Error Calculation in Using Adverb of Frequency ................... 54 
4.3.  Types of Error Calculation in Writing Verb Tense ................................ 63 
4.4.  Causes of Error Calculation in Writing The Main Aspect of  















LIST OF GRAPHES 
Graph          Page 
4.1.  Types of Error Calculation in Writing The Main Aspect  
        of Narrative Text .................................................................................... 66  





















LIST OF ABREVIATION 
 
N  : Noun 
V  : Verb 
Adv  : Adverb 
Adj  : Adjective 
Conj  : Conjunction 
TS  : Transitional Signal 
AF  : Adverb of Frequency 
VT  : Verb Tense Use 
Dev Error : Developmental Error 
Inter Error : Interlingual Error 










DR : Dara Rianda 
DA : Desi Angreni 
DYM : Dian Yunimayesti 
FF : Fitriayu Febrianti 
HAK : Haji Abdul Karim 
IY : Ika Yuliana 
IN : Ima Nurrahimah 
MA : Meika Avriani 
MIS : Mutia Intan Sari 
NA : Nida Aulia 
PS : Putra Setiawan 
RA : Rizki Ansyari 
RAJ : Roihah Al Jannah 
SL : Siti Latifah 
SM : Siti Maimunah 
TY : Tiara Yunita 
VI : Vera Israwana 





LIST OF APPENDINCES 
1. Schedule Activity 
2. Research Instrument 
3. Writing Product & Data Analysis 
4. Present List 
5. Photos of The Study 
6. Permission Letter 































Anjari Kurniawan, Contoh Narrative Text Bahasa Inggris Lengkap, 
http://blogpetang.blogspot.com/2013/01/narrative-text.html. 
Arikunto, Suharsimi, Manajemen Penelitian, Jakarta: Rineka Cipta, 1998. 
Ary, Donald, Introduction to Research in Education, Canada: Nelson Education Ltd, 
2010. 
Boy, Lim Kiat, An Introduction to Linguistic for the Language Teacher, Singapore: 
Singapore University Press, 1975. 
Brown, H. Douglas. Teaching by Principles and Interactive Approach to Language 
Pedagogy, Second Edition, Addision Wesley Longman, Inc, 2001. 
Departement Pendidikan dan Kebudayaan, Petunjuk Teknis Mata Pelajaran Bahasa 
Inggris untuk Sekolah Menengah ke Atas, Jakarta: Directorat Pendidikan 
Umum, 2006. 
Dulay, Heidi,Language Two, New York: Oxford University Press, 1982. 
Ellis, Rod, Understanding Second Language Acquisition, New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1986 
El-Hawa, Tazkiyatun Nafs, An Analysis of Using Transitional Signal on Exspository 
Essay Constructed by Fourth Semester Students Of English Study Program 
of STAIN Palangka Raya Academic Year 2012/2013, Thesis Stratum One, 
STAIN Palangka Raya, 2013. 
Fatoni, Abdurrahman, Metodologi Penelitian dan Teknik Penyusunan Skripsi, 
Jakarta: Rineka Cipta, 2006.  
Fauzi, Iwan, Error Analysis “The Significance to Language Learners”, 
Palangkaraya, 2012. 
Furaidah, and Friends, Advanced Writing, Jakarta: Universitas Terbuka, 2002. 
Hidayat, Sarip, Analyzing Students’ Error in Writing Narrative Text (A Case Study 
At Alyah Albasyariyah  Bandung, Bandung,2007. 
Jollee, The Writing Centre SOC and Effective Writing Programs Students 
Development Centre. University of Western: an English Education journal. 
Keraf, Gorys, Argumentasi dan Narasi, Jakarta: PT. Gramadia, 1987. 




Mardalis, Metode Penelitian Suatu Pendekatan Proposal, Jakarta: PT. Bumi Aksara, 
2004.  
Muriel, Saville, Introducing Second Language Acquisition, Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 2006. 
Nurhadi & Rukhan, Dimensi-dimensi Dalam Belajar Bahasa Kedua, Bandung: Sinar 
Baru, 1990. 
Oshima, Alice, Introduction to Academic Writing, Third edition, New York: Pearson 
Longman, 2007. 
Prindawidagda, Suwarna,strategi Pembelajaran Bahasa, Yogyakarta: Adicita Karya 
Nusa, 2002. 
Richard, J. C, Error Analysis: Perspektive on Second Language Acquisition, London: 
Longman Group Limited, 1985. 
R. Taylor, John, An Introduction to Error Analysis, Second Edition, Sasusalito: 
University Science Book, 1997. 
Saputra, Ajah, Error in Using Adjective Clause, Thesis Stratum One, STAIN 
Palangka Raya, 2011. 
Siahaan, Sanggam and Shinoda, Kisno,Generic Text Structure, Yogyakarta: Graha 
Ilmu, 2008. 
SIL International, Language Skill, Dallas Texas, 1999, www.sil.org . 
Sugiono, Metode Penelitian Pendidikan (Pendekatan Kualitatif, Kuantitatif, dan 
R&D). 
Valero, Lovez, Amando., Fernandez, Encabo, Eduardo., Iseni, Arburin and Clarkson, 
Paul, Christoper . (Teachers’ Attitude Towards Correcting Students’ 
written Error and Mistakes, EFL Journal, 2007. 
Warrier, John E, English Grammar and Composition, New York: Harcourt Brace 
Jovanovich, 1982. 
Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, Text Type, 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Text_types,  
Yahya, Azizi, Ishak, Harison BT., Zainal,  Zaidah, Faghat,  Ladan Javgan, Yahya, 
Noordin, Error Analysis of L2 Learners’ Writings, a Case Study, 
University Technology Malaysia, Singapore: IACSIT Press, 2012. 
 
 
 
